Throwing corrosive substances (acid attacks)

Guidance for Officers

The minutes after an acid attack are critical for helping a victim. The BAPRAS guidance published with NHS England gives the important, urgent steps a victim or witness can take to
help reduce the immediate pain and damage, and long-term injuries.”

It's important as a front-line officer you understand this advice in case you are first on scene.

Acid and other corrosive substances, such as bleach or ammonia, may be used as weapons.

Acid and corrosive substance attacks have a devastating effect on victims. The long-term consequences of acid or corrosive substance attacks may include blindness, permanent
scarring of the face and body, and social or psychological difficulties.

It is vital when dealing in the aftermath of this type of crime you identify what type of support the victim needs, ensure they are aware of their enfittements and refer or sign post
them to the appropriate support services.

Identifying Victim Needs -

As part of the Victims Code of Practice all victims of crime are entitled to a needs assessment to help work out what kind of support is required.

As always victims should be freated in a respectful, sensitive, tailored and professional manner without discrimination of any kind. When specifically dealing with a victim of an acid
aftack timing and empathy is also key, immediately after the attack may not be the right time to conduct an assessment. Professional judgement will need to be exercised in
deciding when it is the right time to have a conversation about what information and support is available to them to help them cope and recover.

If the victim does want support then consent should be gained to refer them to your forces local victim support hub or nominated services where they can be provided with the
most appropriate support, your referral must highlight that they are entitled to an enhanced service. Details of what an enhanced service means can be found in the Victims Code
of Practice.

If the victims does not want to be referred to support services it is vital you sign post them to what is available should they change their mind at any time.

« Changing Faces provides support for people whose condition or injury affects their appearance.

« Victim Support provides help and advice to victims and withesses of crimes.

« Katie Piper Foundation provides specific help for victims and families of acid attacks and other burns.

« Also consider links to your Constabularies local support service or Victim Hub.

o Acid Survivors Trust International ASTl is a UK registered not-for-profit charity and the only international organisation whose sole purpose is to end acid violence at a global
level.

« Victims Code of Practice -Victims are entitled to key entitlements when they report a crime, it is important they are aware of their entitlements.



http://www.bapras.org.uk/public/patient-information/patient-advice-and-guidelines/advice-for-acid-attack-victims
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/476900/code-of-practice-for-victims-of-crime.PDF
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/476900/code-of-practice-for-victims-of-crime.PDF
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/476900/code-of-practice-for-victims-of-crime.PDF
https://www.changingfaces.org.uk/
https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/
https://katiepiperfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.asti.org.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/476900/code-of-practice-for-victims-of-crime.PDF

